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Brisley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of Brisley Parish Council held on Wednesday 2nd July 2025, at 7.00pm in the 
Village Hall.  
 
Present: Cllr Henry Collinge (Chair) 
  Cllr Richard Dykes (Vice Chair) 
  Cllr Julie Colley 
  Cllr Bridget Diggens 
  Cllr Peter Dennis 
  Cllr Bobby Green 
   
  Sheryl Irving (Clerk) 
  
1. Welcome and apologies for absence. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from County Cllr 
Kiddle-Morris. 
 
2. To receive declarations of interest. 
 
There were none received. 
 
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th June 2025. 
 
Cllr Collinge proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, this was 
seconded by Cllr Diggens and unanimously agreed by Council. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 
 
4. To receive County and District Councillor reports. 
 
In the absence of both Councillors, there was no report. 
 
5. Open Forum: an opportunity to hear from members of the public. 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
6. Highway Matters 
 

a) To receive an update on matters reported to Norfolk and Breckland Councils. 

• Degradation of road surface on Gateley Road – C/Cllr requesting survey and this 
will be chased up. 

• Council noted that there is a delay installing the 40mph speed limit on the 
Elmham Road but it is going ahead. 
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b) To receive an update regarding flooding issues on School Road and the flood 
management team inspection. 

Council noted that the County Cllr continues to chase this up and there appeared to be 
discrepancies in Highway records regarding culverts under School Road. 
 
c) To consider any projects for funding under the Parish Partnership Scheme. 
Council agreed to consider an application for information boards for The Green and a 
proposal will be put together for consideration at the next meeting. 
 

7. Planning 
 

a) Applications for consideration. 

• PL/2025/0798/HOU – Ivydene, School Road - Proposal: Rear addition 1 1/2 storeys 
and partial single storey, Front section of property retained with new fenestration 
and porch.  Two storey Outbuilding for parking and ancillary use 
(annex/workshop/family/storage). Low level brick and flint wall for front boundary – 
Council considered this application and Cllr Collinge proposed that the following 
issues be included in the objection: the proposal is out of character and an over-
development of the site, impacting on the immediate neighbours. However, if 
permitted then Council request that a restriction be placed on the annex in that it be 
used strictly incidental to the main dwelling. Any works must also take place around 
the breeding season of the resident house-martin colony and the dark skies policy 
will also be included. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Colley and unanimously 
agreed by Council. 

 
b) To note any planning decisions/appeals. 
There was nothing to note. 
 
c) To receive an update regarding the Housing for Local People scheme. 
There was no update in respect of this matter. 
 
d) To receive an update regarding the Breckland Local Plan. 
Cllr Collinge proposed a response to the ongoing consultation supporting the site submitted 
during the 2022 call for sites, with plans for a housing for local people scheme currently 
proceeding; and objections to the Gateley Road site submitted in the recent call for sites on 
the grounds that no further development will be required in the village, and with this site 
being refused previously at application and appeal stages, on both Highway and other 
issues. This was seconded by Cllr Colley and unanimously agreed by Council. 
 

8. Open Spaces 
 

a) To receive an update regarding a wildflower area in the churchyard. 
There was no update in respect of this matter. 
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9. To receive reports on the regular inspection of village sites where the Council has a 

responsibility and consider any maintenance required. 
 
North Green (Cllr Green) – hay is due to be cut shortly and the grazing rights holder will be 
requested to top the thistles. 
 
South Green (Cllr Diggens) – following a discussion with the grazing rights holder it has been agreed 
that thistle topping will commence as soon as thistles are in flower. Grazing will resume after this 
has been completed. 
 
Footpaths (Cllr Diggens) – nothing to report. 
 
Churchyard (Cllr Irons) – nothing to report. 
 
Play area (Cllr Irons) – nothing to report. 
 
Patch Corner (Cllr Dennis) – the two willows that had fallen into the pond have now been cleared. 
 
Allotments (Cllr Dennis) - nothing new to report except that water usage is likely to be very high this 
year. 
 
Amenity Area (Cllr Dennis) – many thanks to a local farmer for levelling out the potholes in the car 
park.   
 
Harpers Green (Cllr Dennis) – as one might expect there is very little grass growth with the current 
weather, however, the area is in reasonably good condition. 
 
A meeting with a representative of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust will be held in July to discuss the 
proposed pond restoration. 
 
The Hill (Clerk) – the volunteer conservation group will be attending on Friday 18th July to clear the 
Himalayan Balsam.   
 
10. To receive an update regarding Community Resilience – Emergencies and Civil Contingencies. 
 
Cllr Dykes continues to progress this matter and will be ready to advise at the September meeting 
how to best gather the information required, such as who can help in the event of an emergency. 
This could be a possible topic for the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
11. Finance & Governance Matters 
 

a) To receive a financial report for the year ending 31st March 2026. 
The financial report (attached) was noted. 
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b) To review the Townlands rental fees. 
Cllr Dennis proposed that the rental fees remain at their current rate for 2026-27, this was 
seconded by Cllr Diggens and unanimously agreed by Council. 
 
c) To approve the following payments and note any receipts. 
Cllr Collinge proposed approval of the following payments, this was seconded by Cllr Colley 
and unanimously agreed by Council. The receipts were noted. 
 

         PAYMENTS 
P17A Noticeboard Company    £669.24 
P17B Tree Works – Churchyard    £630.00 
P17C  Tree Works – Patch Corner    £575.00 
P18 CPRE – Annual Subscription    £36.00 (DD) 
P19 Clerk (July Salary & Allowance)   £490.77 (SO) 
P19 HMRC – PAYE      £1.40 
P19 Employers Contributions NIC - HMRC  £8.27     
P20 Grass Contractor 1 (June)    £220.20 
 RECEIPTS 
 Bank Interest      £67.91 

 R2 VAT Refund (2024/25)    £1,133.42 
 
12. Correspondence for consideration. 
 

• CPRE Norfolk Anti Mega Solar Alliance – following a discussion regarding the pros and cons of 
solar farms, Cllr Collinge proposed that Council do not join the Alliance, this was seconded by 
Cllr Diggens and put to the vote, and with three in favour and three against the Chairman had 
the casting vote and voted that Council do not join the Alliance. 

 

• Local Government Reorganisation – the recent information received from both District and 
County was noted. 

 
13. To receive any new items for the next agenda. 
 
Council agreed to add submitting an area on Fludges Lane for consideration of becoming a 
Roadside Nature Reserve. 
 
14. To note the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 3rd September 

2025, at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 
 
Council noted the date of the next meeting and the Chairman then closed the meeting at 8.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:        Date: 
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BRISLEY PARISH COUNCIL - FINANCIAL REPORT

BUDGET REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2026

JULY 2025

PAYMENTS* ACTUAL BUDGET  SPEND  AVAILABLE % Bank Reconciliation as at 10th June 2025

2024/25 25/26 TO DATE SPEND

Salary 5,556                5,923               1,914             4,009             32% Balance per bank statements 

Admin 1,753                1,850               995                855                54% Barclays Savings Account 20,422.89

Open Spaces 9,947                10,359              3,709             6,650             36% Barclays Current Account 4,822.80

TOTAL 17,256              18,132              6,618             12,922           29% Less any unpresented cheques 0.00

Other** 0 0 557.70 0 Add any outstanding payments into bank 0.00

25,245.69             

HLS (Harpers) 1,630                1,065               -                 1,065             0%

The net balance reconciles to the Cash Book for the year, as follows:

DEFIBRILLATOR 235                  235                  -                 235                0% Opening Balance as at 1st April  2025 23,698.79

Add receipts in the year 7,892.53

TOWNLANDS 473                  270                  -                 150                0% Less payments in the year 6,345.63

*includes payments as listed on agenda Closing balance per cash book 25,245.69             

**includes Notice Board

which includes the following reserves:

Open Spaces includes all green spaces with the exception of Harpers Green. Higher Level Stewardship Scheme (Harpers) 8,301.71

Defibril lator 195.65

Townlands 150.00

RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET  RECEIVED  DUE % Allotment Deposits 370.00

2024/25 2025/26 TO DATE RECEIVED GENERAL RESERVE 16,228.33             

Precept 13,000              13,260              6,630             6,630             50%

Burials 192                  -                   -                 -                 

Wayleaves 990                  511                  -                 511                0%

Allotments 755                  635                  60                  575                9%

Amenity 2,034                2,028               -                 2,028             0%

Admin 200                  -                   -                 -                 

Bank Interest 343                  -                   68                  -                 

TOTAL 17,514              16,434              6,758             9,744             41%

HLS (Harpers) 1,469                1,469               -                 1,469             0%

TOWN LANDS 270                  270                  -                 270                0%
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